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During  the  last  few  years  in  which  chloroform  has  been  brought 
so  prominently  forward  as  a  valuable  and  powerful  agent  in 
mitigating  suffering,  the  mode  of  using  it  has  varied  according 
to  circumstances.  In  some  cases  inhalation  of  the  vapour  is 
preferred;  in  others  the  fluid  is  taken  in  the  form  of  draught ; 
and  lastly,  it  is  externally  applied  cither  alone  or  in  combi- 
nation with  some  liniment  or  ointment.  Notwithstanding  the 
great  utility  of  chloroform  employed  in  each  of  these  methods, 
there  are  cases  in  which  none  of  them  are  free  from  objection, 
nor  can  the  benefit  that  is  wished  for  be  obtained  by  any  of 
them  with  perfect  satisfaction.  A  person  may  labour  under  a 
disease  so  situated  as  to  be  far  removed  from  the  influence  of 
this  medicine  if  used  in  ointment  or  liniment.  A  considera- 
ble time  may  consequently  elapse  before  relief  can  be  had,  and 
therefore  other  remedies  which  may  be  more  prompt  or  less 
troublesome  are  sought  for ;  or  perhaps,  though  decided  and 
immediate  relief  could  be  obtained  by  inhalation  of  the  vapour, 
there  is  an  unwillingness  to  be  deprived  of  consciousness  or  to 
be  subjected  to  this  plan  of  treatment.  But,  independent _  of 
any  disinclination  on  the  part  of  the  patient,  there  may  be  in- 
surmountable obstacles  where  cardiac  or  pulmonary  disease  is 
present,  forbidding  its  use  by  inhalation. 

That  chloroform  may  be  used  with  very  great  benefit  to 
the  patient  without  being  inhaled,  and  so  as  to  cause  relief 
from  suffering  much  more  quickly  than  it  does  when  applied 
in  the  liquid  form,  or  in  ointment  or  liniment,  I  have  endea- 
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voured  to  prove  by  the  local  application  of  the  vapour  by 
means  of  an  apparatus  suited  to  the  purpose.  The  short  time 
which  has  elapsed  since  the  instrument  was  perfected  has  pre- 
vented me  from  having  had  more  than  a  limited  trial  of  it. 
So  far,  however,  as  it  has  been  used,  the  results  are  most  satis- 
factory. The  few  cases  to  be  detailed  will  convey,  better  than 
any  explanation  I  could  give,  an  idea  of  its  effects,  and  may- 
serve,  in  some  measure,  to  prove  how  far  we  may  expect  benefit 
in  following  up  this  plan  of  treatment.  On  referring  to  them, 
it  will  be  seen  that  they  relate  principally  to  affections  con- 
nected with  the  uterine  system,  to  which  this  method  seems 
particularly  well  suited,  though  future  trials  will  tell  whether 
many  diseases,  both  in  the  male  and  female,  may  not  obtain 
infinite  service  from  it ;  but  for  the  present  it  will  be  noticed 
only  so  far  as  it  bears  on  this  class  of  cases.  Many  of  the  dis- 
eases of  females  are  not  only  exceedingly  painful  in  their  nature, 
but  are  rendered  very  difficult  to  treat,  owing  to  a  highly  sen- 
sitive state  of  the  nervous  system.  Pain  may  be  most  severe, 
but,  to  give  relief,  the  evil  effects  of  opium  prevent  its  more 
frequent  use :  therefore  other  remedies  less  likely  to  cause  those 
unpleasant  consequences  are  prescribed.  Instance,  for  example, 
cases,  of  carcinoma  of  the  uterus,  in  which,  when  pain  becomes 
severe,  opium  must  be  resorted  to.  What  is  the  state  of  the 
patient  under  its  use  ?  Ease  is  obtained,  and  perhaps  rest  in 
sleep,  both  most  necessary  and  indispensable ;  but,  on  the  other 
hand,  extreme  nervousness,  headach,  loss  of  appetite,  consti- 
pation, and  a  host  of  ills,  are  ushered  in  or  increased  by  it.  Or, 
if  it  be  a  case  of  pain  or  irritation,  as  in  dysmenorrhoeal  patients, 
here  again  opium  is  not  resorted  to  if  it  can  possibly  be 
avoided,  for  many  of  the  reasons  already  mentioned ;  but  other 
remedies  whose  action,  though  milder,  is  less  likely  to  disturb 
the  nervous  system,  already  too  much  excited,  are  mostly  di- 
rected,— as  camphor,  extract  of  hyoscyamus,  hops,  &c., — yet 
whose  soothing  effects  are  frequently  very  slow  in  producing 
the  desired  ease  and  comfort  for  the  sufferer.  In  such  cases, 
if  the  local  application  of  the  vapour  of  chloroform  succeed  in 
future  trials,  as  it  has  already  done,  most  immediate  and  very 
comfortable  relief  may  be  expected  from  its  use. 

The  first  effect  produced  by  its  application  is  a  sensation  of 
heat,  which  some  complain  of  more  than  others,  but  which  in 
a  very  few  minutes  is  not  referred  to,  as  it  is  either  more  easily 
borne  or  soon  subsides.  If  much  uneasiness  is  expressed  on 
account  of  it,  the  action  of  the  instrument  maybe  suspended 
for  a  little,  or  its  effect  diminished,  which  is  all  that  is  neces- 
sary.   When  applied  per  vaginam,  on  account  of  pain  in  the 
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loins  and  sometimes  over  the  pubis,  arising  from  uterine  irri- 
tation, immediately  after  the  sensation  of  heat  is  felt  from  the 
preserice  of  the  vapour,  the  pain  subsides,  first  m  the  back,  then 

in  the  pubic  region.  ^      ,  •  ,    t.,     c  v  a 

I  have  met  with  but  one  case  in  which  chloroform,  applied 
in  ihis  manner,  did  not  remove  pain ;  but  in  this  instance  the 
uneasy  sensations  were  confined  to  the  uterus,  or  felt  per  va- 
ginam,  and  at  the  time  the  os  uteri  was  very  irritable  on  account 
of  excoriation,  which  might  account  for  a  greater  degree  of 
heat  than  usual  being  experienced  from  the  vapour*. 

The  reHef  afibrded  by  the  local  application  of  the  vapour 
of  chloroform  is  not  of  a  very  transient  nature.  In  every  in- 
stance in  which  pain  was  removed  by  it  there  was  no  return 
for  several  hours,  and  then  in  a  very  mitigated  degree.  In  the 
intervals,  great  comfort  was  usually  felt.  Patients  who  pre- 
viously  had  taken  opium,  as  in  case  No.  I.,  preferred  chloro- 
form, as  it  caused  no  unpleasant  sensation  in  the  head  next 
day. 


The  apparatus  for  applying  it"  consists  of  a  small  metallic 
chamber ;  to  one  end  of  this  a  gum-elastic  bottle  is  attached, 
to  the  other,  a  pipe  furnished  with  a  valve.  On  the  end  of  the 
chamber  there  is  also  a  second  valve  to  admit  atmospheric  air 
for  the  working  of  the  instrument.  In  order  to  charge  it  with 
chloroform  it  is  necessary  to  unscrew  the  stopper  in  the  side  of 
the  chamber,  within  which  a  piece  of  sponge  is  placed  for 
holding  the  fluid. 

The  quantity  poured  in  should  not  be  more  than  the  sponge 
will  absorb,  otherwise,  instead  of  vapour,  fluid  chloroform  will 
be  thrown  against  the  affected  part.  When  charged,  the  va- 
pour may  be  conveyed  to  the  part  requiring  its  application  by 
any  convenient  pipe,  if  closely  fitted  to  the  one  on  the  instru- 

a  While  these  pages  were  passing  through  the  press,  I  was  informed  by  this  pa- 
tient that  on  the  heat  caused  by  the  chloroform  subsiding,  which  took  place  in  much 
less  than  half  an  hour,  she  felt  perfectly  relieved  of  the  uterine  pain,  and  had  no  re- 
turn of  it. 

^  1.  Small  pipe  containing  a  valve  a  for  transmitting  the  vapour ;  2.  Air- valve ; 
3.  Chamber  containing  within  it  a  sponge  for  holding  the  chloroform  ;  4.  Screw 
stopper  for  closing  sponge  chamber ;  5.  India-rubber  bottle  attached. 


6 


Dr.  Hardy  on  the  Local  Application 


ment,  pressure  being  made  on  the  elastic  bag  to  produce  ex- 
pulsion of  the  vapour. 

In  proceeding  to  the  consideration  of  some  of  the  cases  in 
which  the  vapour  of  chloroform  was  used  by  me  locally,  the  first 
disease  presented  to  the  reader  is  so  well  known  as  an  exceed- 
ingly painful  and  distressing  affection,  that  it  requires  no  com- 
ment. Valuable  indeed  would  that  remedy  be  which  in  such 
a  complaint  could  holdout  the  hope  of  affording  relief  during 
the  often  long  and  torturing  existence  of  many  who  are  the  vic- 
tims of  this  sad  malady.  Allusion  having  been  already  made  to 
the  use  of  opium  in  the  treatment  of  it,  sufficient  has  been  said 
to  prove,  that  if,  even  for  part  of  the  duration  of  this  complaint, 
it  could  be  dispensed  with  by  substituting  the  vapour  of  chlo- 
roform, this  remedy  is  well  deserving  of  a  trial.  In  the  present 
case  it  has  been  found  most  useful.  Pain  has  been  removed  by 
it  in  fully  as  short  a  time  as  it  could  have  been  by  inhalation, 
without  the  smallest  uneasiness  to  the  patient,  who,  as  is  stated 
in  the  case,  was  so  perfectly  relieved  that  she  fell  into  a  quiet 
sleep,  and  had  an  excellent  night's  rest,  and  this  not  on  one 
occasion  only. 

Case  I. — Mrs.  L.,  aged  45,  a  very  large,  strong-looking 
woman,  weighing  about  eighteen  stone,  the  mother  of  seven 
children,  her  youngest  five  years  old,  had  frequent  attacks  of 
uterine  hemorrhage  at  irregular  periods,  which  she  supposed 
to  be  menorrhagic,  as  her  regular  menstruation,  she  said,  had 
not  ceased  wlien  those  irregular  hemorrhagic  discharges  began. 
Little  notice  was  at  first  taken  of  them,  but  as  they  resisted  the 
means  adopted  by  her  medical  attendants,  it  was  deemed  ne- 
cessary to  have  the  uterus  examined,  for  which  purpose  I  was 
called  to  see  her  on  the  19th  of  February,  1853. 

I  learned  that,  besides  hemorrhage,  she  had  in  the  inter- 
vals, a  most  offensive  muco-purulent  discharge ;  there  was  a 
sensation  of  burning  experienced  in  the  loins,  the  bladder  was 
more  or  less  irritable,  and  the  bowels  were  generally  confined, 
the  alvine  dejections  being  of  an  exceedingly  dark  colour,  and 
looking  as  if  streaked  with  blood :  altogether  she  felt  nervous 
to  the  greatest  degree,  and  had  become  remarkably  pale  and 
weak  from  hemorrhage,  wliicli  was  not  only  frequent  in  its 
returns  but  very  profuse. 

On  examination  with  the  finger,  the  uterus  felt  extensively 
affected  by  carcinoma;  ulceration  had  destroyed  the  cervix  to 
a  great  extent ;  the  edges  of  the  ulcerated  parts  were  most  ex- 
quisitely tender  to  the  touch,  sharp  and  severe  pain  being 
complained  of,  fi'om  the  gentlest  pressure  with  the  finger. 

Under  the  use  of  astringent  and  soothing  lotions,  cupping 
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over  the  loins  and  sacrum,  with  tonics,  &c,  given  internally, 
the  hemorrhage  ceased,  and  only  returned  at  long  intervals, 
and  mostly  owing  to  some  accidental  circumstance,  such  as  a 
drive  on  I  rough  car,  violent  mental  emotions,  to  which  her 
exceedingly  nervous  temperament  made  her  peculiarly  hable, 
orawkwS-aness  on  the  part  of  her  nurse  in  using  the  syrmge 
when  injecting  lotions,  'xhe  sensation  of  heat  m  the  loins  was 
Tlso  relieved  il  the  course  of  a  few  days  and  only  troubled  her 
occasionally;  constipation  of  the  bowels  ^nvanably  inci eased 
her  sufferings,  and  if  unrelieved  by  aperient  medicine  fre- 
quently caused  a  recurrence  of  the  hemorrhage.    At  this  time 
she  did  not  suffer  much,  nor  had  she  the  characteristic  pains  ot 
carcinoma  until  the  month  of  May.  _  In  order  to  obviate  the 
necessity  for  giving  opiates,  when  pam  became  severe,  various 
remedies  were  resorted  to,  such  as  tincture  of  Indian  hemp, 
camphor  and  extract  of  hyoscyamus,  chloroform  m  draughts, 
cupping  over  the  loins  and  sacrum,  tepid  hip-bath,  &c.  a 
drachm  of  chloroform  and  a  scruple  of  camphor  mixed  with 
an  ounce  of  white  wax  ointment,  to  which  was  added  occasion- 
ally a  drachm  of  extract  of  belladonna,  when  rubbed  over  the 
loins,  either  after  or  without  the  use  of  the  hip-bath,  gave  very 
ffreat  relief,  and  was  exceedingly  grateful  to  her. 

Gentle  exercise,  by  driving  in  the  open  air,  improved  her 
appetite  very  much,  and  tended  towards  obtaining  comfortable 
sleep  for  her  at  night.  At  length  the  pains  became  so  severe 
that  morphia  draughts  were  frequently  required  1  now  re- 
sorted to  the  local  application  of  the  vapour  of  chloroform, 
and  with  the  most  satisfactory  results. 

When  the  vapour  douche  of  chloroform  was  used  ior  about 
two  minutes  the  finger  could  be  moved  freely  over  the  edge  of 
the  ulcerated  uterus  without  causing  the  least  degree  of  pam, 
which  never  was  the  case  before.  The  patient  said  she  had  a 
feeling  of  warmth  or  heat  during  the  action  of  the  vapour, 
which  was  soon  succeeded  by  a  numb  sensation. 

The  first  time  that  pain  requiredthe  chloroform  to  be  applied 
the  suffering  was  perfectly  removed  in  a  few  minutes,  and  the  re- 
lief was  so  great  that,  on  withdrawing  the  instrument,  she  fell 
into  a  most  refreshing  sleep,  and  had  an  excellent  night's  rest. 
It  is  now  always  resorted  to  when  the  pain  must  be  quieted, 
and  is  very  much  preferred  by  the  patient  for  that  purpose  to 
the  morphia  draughts,  as  she  says  her  head  is  free  from  uneasy 
sensations  the  next  day,  which  is  not  the  case  when  she  takes 
morphia. 

For  the  following  cases,  Nos.  ii.  and  m.,  chloroform  vapour 
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seems  to  be  particularly  well  suited.  Before  making  a  trial  I 
had  expected  good  results  from  its  application ;  but  the  rapi- 
dity of  its  action  in  giving  relief  in  each,  and  the  permanency 
of  the  ease  afforded  in  Case  No.  iii.  exceeded  my  hopes  very 
much.  It  is  deserving  of  notice  that  in  Case  ii.  the  duration 
of  the  menstrual  period  was  much  lengthened,  from  which 
circumstance  it  may  be  inferred  that  the  application  has  not 
only  the  effect  of  saving  the  patient  from  her  usual  degree  of 
suffering,  but,  by  subduing  the  spasmodic  action  of  the  uterus, 
tends  towards  the  production  of  a  more  natural  secretion.  As 
yet  I  have  not  had  an  opportunity  of  testing  its  eflScacy  thus  in 
the  patient  of  Case  iii. ;  it  is  her  intention,  however,  to  resort  to 
its  use  when  next  about  to  menstruate,  so  that  at  a  future 
time  the  results  may  be  laid  before  the  reader,  -j^ 

Case  II. — Miss  R.,  aged  25,  was  for  some  months  under 
treatment  for  disease  of  the  uterus  before  coming  under  my 
care. 

When  I  first  saw  her  on  the  13th  September,  1853,  she 
informed  me  that  the  ulceration  which  had  affected  her  womb 
was  for  some  time  healed  (which  statement  was  verified  by 
examination),  and  that  she  now  suffered  from  very  intense 
pain  in  that  organ,  which  seized  her  every  morning  on  awaken- 
ing, and  continued  more  or  less  during  the  day,  accompanied 
by  painful  sensations  in  the  lower  part  of  the  back.  Menstru- 
ation was  regular  in  its  return,  but  its  approach  was  attended 
with  very  severe  pain,  the  secretion  was  very  scanty,  and 
continued  but  for  one  day  only.  Her  appetite  was  not  good, 
and  she  was  exceedingly  nervous  and  weak. 

Part  of  the  treatment  I  adopted  with  this  lady  was  the  appli- 
cation of  the  vapour  of  chloroform  to  the  uterus,  which  she 
was  able  to  do  herself.  A  very  few  days  had  passed  when  she 
told  me  the  vapour  always  relieved  her,  and  she  felt  improved 
under  its  use,  and  when  applied  at  night  going  to  bed  she 
had  the  pain  much  less  severe  next  morning. 

On  the  19th  she  had  the  sensations  usually  experienced  on 
the  approach  of  menstruation,  which  on  former  occasions  were, 
as  already  noticed,  exceedingly  painful,  but  at  this  time  she  re- 
sorted to  the  chloroform  vapour,  which  had  the  effect  of  ren- 
dering her  perfectly  comfortable,  and  the  secretion,  which 
usually  lasted  for  but  one  day,  now  continued  for  three. 

Case  III. — Mrs.  F.,  aged  25,  a  strong-looking  woman, 
first  came  under  my  care  on  the  23rd  of  April,  1853.  Shortly 
after  marriage,  which  took  place  three  years  before  this  date, 
she  aborted ;  since  then  she  did  not  again  become  pregnant. 
Menstruation,  both  before  marriage  and  to  this  time,  was  al- 
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ways  very  painful ;  the  discharge  scanty,  and  dysmenorrhceal 
membrane  frequently  expelled.  ,     ,    ,  ,      j  , 

For  the  last  two  and  a  half  years  her  health  and  strength 
very  much  declined,  and  she  suffered  from  severe  pain  in  the 
back  and  uterine  region,  attended  with  leucorrhoeal  discharge. 
On  examination  by  the  speculum  excoriation  of  the  os  and 
cervix  uteri  was  discovered,  which  soon  got  well  under  the 
treatment  adopted. 

On  the  15  th  of  September  she  again  consulted  me  on  ac- 
count of  a  return  of  the  severe  lumbar  and  uterine  pam  which 
had  troubled  her  for  some  time  past,  but  on  the  day  previous 
to  her  coming  to  me  was  so  excruciating,  and  accompanied  by 
so  much  pain  in  her  breasts,  that  she  thought  it  impossible  she 
could  have  borne  it.  This  day  the  pain  in  her  breasts  was  better, 
but  in  other  respects  she  suffered  nearly  as  much  as  on  yester- 
day, from  pain  in  the  pubic  and  uterine  regions,  and  back.  The 
uterus  was  tender  to  the  touch  when  examined  by  the  finger 
internally,  but  no  abrasion  of  the  os  or  cervix  was  discovered 
by  the  speculum.  The  vapour  of  chloroform,  locally  applied 
by  the  anjesthetic  douche,  had  the  most  immediate  and  happy 
effects.  In  no  case  that  I  have  met  with  did  relief  so  instantly 
succeed  to  its  use.  Not  more  than  a  minute  could  have  passed 
from  commencing  its  application  when  the  patient  expressed 
herself  relieved  from,  first,  the  lumbar  pain,  and  next,  that  in  the 
pubic  and  uterine  regions.  Afterlhad  withdrawn  theinstruraent, 
for  some  time  a  sensation  of  warmth,  of  a  very  agreeable  nature, 
combined  with  that  of  strength,  was  described  as  being  felt  in 
the  back.  Altogether,  she  said,  for  months  she  had  not  been  so 
free  from  pain  or  so  comfortable.  Judging  from  the  expression 
of  countenance,  the  change  so  immediate  from  suffering  to 
freedom  from  pain  was  most  remarkable.  There  was  no  return 
of  it  until  about  eight  o'clock  in  the  evening,  from  the  time  of 
the  application  of  chloroform  during  the  day,  which  was  be- 
tween twelve  and  one  o'clock ;  but  it  was  then  so  trivial  that 
she  did  not  think  anything  of  it.  The  next  day  two  or  three 
jets  of  the  douche  quite  removed  every  trace  of  uneasiness. 
The  patient  said  she  was  not  only  relieved  of  the  pain  in  her 
back,  but  she  was  perfectly  free  from  a  bearing-down  sensa- 
tion which  had  troubled  her  very  much  for  some  time  past. 

The  drain  of  suckling  on  a  weak  constitution  tends  to  the 
production  of  many  debilitating  and  nervous  complaints,  which 
are  met  with  very  frequently  in  the  form  of  headach,  giddi- 
ness, pain  in  various  situations,  &c.  The  following  case  af- 
fords an  instance  of  this  description.    The  subject  of  it  was 
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very  unfit  to  act  in  the  capacity  of  wet-nurse,  and  was  ren- 
dered still  more  unfit  by  the  occurrence  of  uterine  hemorrhage. 
Increased  debility,  as  a  natural  consequence,  followed  the  loss 
of  blood ;  then  came  on  violent  lumbar  and  epigastric  pains. 

The  remedies  usually  resorted  to  in  such  cases,  and  which 
are  very  beneficial,  consist  in  tonics  and  anti-spasmodics,  to 
which  must  be  added  a  full  and  generous  regimen,  with  exer- 
cise in  the  open  air ;  but  in  the  present  instance  it  was  very 
desirable  to  relieve  suffering  immediately,  which  was  of  a  very 
severe  nature,  and  in  itself,  independent  of  the  previous  drain, 
exceedingly  debilitating  to  the  patient's  constitution.  The 
vapour  of  chloroform  served  to  efi'ect  this  in  a  most  satisfactory 
manner,  and  within  the  space  of  a  much  shorter  time  than 
could  have  been  accomplished  by  any  other  remedy  with  which 
I  am  acquainted,  while  it  in  no  way  prevented  the  adoption 
afterwards  of  those  means  which  were  fitted  to  restore  strength 
and  vigour. 

Case  IV. — Mrs.  K.,  aged  32,  a  delicate-looking  person, 
the  mother  of  six  children,  at  present  nursing  her  young- 
est, a  child  of  seven  months'  old,  was  seized  in  August  last 
with  violent  uterine  hemorrhage,  since  which  occurrence 
her  back  troubled  her  very  much,  and  for  three  days  pre- 
vious to  my  seeing  her  was  accompanied  by  severe  pain,  re- 
ferred to  the  epigastric  region.  Owing  to  the  violence  of  her 
sufferings,  she  came  to  consult  me  about  three  weeks  after  the 
attack  of  uterine  hemorrhage.  She  seemed  in  great  pain,  and 
was  bent  forward  from  that  in  the  epigastrium,  which  she  de- 
scribed as  running  across  from  right  to  left.  Immediate  relief 
was  anxiously  sought  for:  I  therefore  proceeded  to  apply  the 
vapour  of  chloroform  to  the  uterus,  per  vaginam,  by  the  anaes- 
thetic douche,  in  hopes  of  giving  her  ease  sooner  in  this  way 
than  by  any  other  means.  I  had  scarcely  sent  half  a  dozen 
jets  against  the  os  uteri  when  the  pain  subsided,  first  in  the 
back,  and  immediately  after  in  the  epigastrium.  The  sensa- 
tion perceived  by  her  she  described  as  being  a  most  agreeable 
and  comfortable  feeling  of  heat  in  the  spine,  and  a  total  relief 
from  every  trace  of  pain,  which  ease  she  had  been  a  stranger 
to  for  the  last  three  weeks.  On  rising  from  the  sofb,  to  sit  in 
the  upright  position  she  felt  a  little  weak,  but  only  for  a  few 
minutes.  During  the  application  of  the  vapour  she  had  no 
unpleasant  or  unusual  sensation  in  her  head,  and  the  pulse 
seemed  unafi^ected. 

When  abortion  frequently  takes  place  in  any  female,  but 
more  particularly  in  one  of  a  much  injured  constitution,  hav- 
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ing  in  it  the  dregs  of  syphilis,  diseases  hard  to  manage,  and 
attended  with  a  good  deal  of  distress,  are  occasionally  presented 
to  the  medical  man.  The  case  next  detailed  is  very  much  of 
this  description.  Various  remedies  were  resorted  to,  but  none 
of  them  served  to  secure  perfect  relief  to  the  patient,  whose 
situation  in  life  rendered  her  peculiarly  liable  to  relapse.  She 
was  the  wife  of  a  soldier,  and  consequently  passed  from  the 
care  of  one  medical  practitioner  to  that  of  another,  to  which 
circumstance  she  referred  much  of  her  delicacy. 

It  will  be  seen  in  the  notes  of  the  case  that  chloroform  was 
used  in  the  form  of  ointment  with  more  relief  than  was  ob- 
tained from  any  of  the  other  remedies,  but  at  length  failed  in 
procuring  ease ;  however,  by  resorting  to  the  vapour,  the  benefit 
derived  was  very  decided,  and  far  more  effectual  than  had  been 
before  experienced  from  any  previous  plan  of  treatment.  The 
patient  herself  felt  so  entirely  free  from  her  usual  sensation 
that  her  countenance  now  bore  the  expression  of  comfort  and 
satisfaction. 

Case  V. — Mrs  R.,  aged  33,  a  very  weak,  sickly-looking 
woman,  came  under  my  care  on  the  4th  of  April,  1853,  on 
account  of  uterine  hemorrhage,  which  had  followed  a  miscar- 
riage she  had  three  weeks  previously.  She  had  brought  forth 
three  children,  all  premature,  and  had  several  abortions.  From 
her  general  appearance,  and  the  history  of  her  case,  I  found 
that  a  syphilitic  taint  was  in  the  constitution ;  and  the  want  of 
proper  advice  and  care  at  all  times,  but  particularly  in  her  abor- 
tions, had  added  much  towards  increasing  her  delicacy.  After 
the  hemorrhagic  discharge  was  altogether  restrained,  it  was 
discovered  that  ulceration  of  the  os  uteri  existed,  which  got 
quite  well  under  treatment.  During  the  time  that  it  was  pre- 
sent, and  for  some  time  after  its  being  healed,  she  suffered  very 
much  from  pain  in  the  back  and  loins,  with  a  most  distressing 
sensation  of  scalding  in  the  vagina,  which  required  numerous 
remedies  for  its  relief.  One  of  the  most  effectual  was  the  oint- 
ment mentioned  in  Case  i.  Rubbing  a  little  of  this  across  the 
loins  and  over  the  sacrum  was  very  soothing  and  agreeable. 

On  the  12th  September  she  had  a  return  of  pain  in  the 
back  and  vagina  such  as  I  have  described,  but  without  a  re- 
currence of  ulceration  of  the  os  uteri.  She  resorted  to  the  use 
of  the  ointment  to  her  loins  in  the  usual  way,  but  without  ob- 
taining relief. 

On  the  15th  she  was  forced  to  come  to  me,  having  suffered 
so  much  during  the  previous  night,  and  was  evidently  in  very 
great  distress.  I  now  applied  the-chloroform  vapour,  by  means 
of  the  anassthetic  douche,  to  the  uterus  and  vajrina.    In  about 
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four  or  five  minutes  she  experienced  relief,  first  in  the  back, 
and  presently  after  in  the  vagina.  I  continued  its  use  for  several 
minutes  in  order  to  render  the  effect  more  permanent,  which 
so  fully  succeeded,  that  she  walked  away  feeling  quite  com- 
fortable and  free  from  pain.  When  I  next  saw  her,  a  few  days 
after  the  application,  she  said  relief  was  still  felt  by  her,  and 
that  she  had  more  ease  than  for  a  very  long  time  previously. 

The  nipples  are  not  uncommonly  the  seat  of  a  good  deal  of 
irritation,  quite  independent  of  the  existence  of  abrasions  or 
fissures,  which  could  account  for  this  circumstance.  I  met 
with  a  most  troublesome  case  of  the  kind  some  time  ago  in 
a  first  confinement,  where  pain  was  so  great  on  applying  the 
child  that  the  lady,  a  very  excitable  person,  could  not  bear 
the  least  effort  of  suction,  though  the  cuticle,  by  the  application 
of  lotions  during  the  latter  months  of  pregnancy,  was  in  a  most 
healthy  condition,  without  the  least  appearance  of  abrasion  or 
fissure  on  the  nipples,  which  were  well  formed,  and  projected 
sufficiently  from  the  breasts.  By  smearing  some  extract  of  bel- 
ladonna over  the  breasts,  at  fiome  distance  from  the  nipples, 
abovit  an  hour  before  nursing,  all  irritability  was  removed  du- 
ring the  process  of  suction.  To  prevent  risk  to  the  cliild  the 
belladonna  was  carefully  washed  off  before  placing  it  at  the 
breast.  This  treatment  was  pursued  for  but  two  or  three  days, 
when  the  annoyance  was  perfectly  relieved. 

The  results  obtained  in  the  following  case  from  the  local 
employment  of  the  vapour  of  chloroform  to  the  breast  would 
lead  me  to  prefer  its  use  in  a  similar  instance  of  irritable  nip- 
ples to  that  related.  It  is  less  troublesome  in  its  application 
than  the  extract  of  belladonna,  and  infinitely  safer  for  the  child. 
It  is  worth  remarking  how  long  the  efiect  produced  by  it  con- 
tinued, several  hours  having  elapsed  before  pain  again  became 
troublesome. 

Case  VI. — A.  Coffey,  aged  30,  the  mother  of  five  children, 
applied  to  me  on  the  16th  of  September,  1853,  under  the  fol- 
lowing circumstances.  A  week  before  coming,  her  child,  an 
infant  of  thirteen  months  old,  was  sucking,  and  bit  the  nipple 
of  her  left  breast,  which  hurt  her  very  much.  She  persisted 
in  nursing  after  the  injury  until  the  16th  of  September,  when 
the  pain  was  so  great  that  she  was  forced  to  desist.  Tlie  entire 
breast  was  exquisitely  tender  to  the  touch,  particularly  on  its 
under  surface  and  towards  the  axilla,  where  it  felt  very  hard 
and  much  enlarged ;  the  skin  moved  freely  over  the  tuniified 
gland,  and  was  free  from  any  inflammatory  blush.  The  nipple 
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was  also  very  tender,  and  had  a  small  scar  on  it,  such  as  a 
child's  tooth  would  make. 

The  patient  informed  me  that  for  the  last  few  days  she  had 
frequently  a  sensation  of  faintness,  and  altogether  was  very 

weak  and  languid.  .  -,       .  n  ^ 

In  order  to  prevent  the  too  rapid  passing  away  ot  the  va- 
pour, I  covered  her  breast  with  a  capsule  of  paper,  and  un- 
der it  directed  the  pipe  of  the  douche  towards  the  nipple, 
upon  which  I  caused  the  chloroform  to  act  during  the  first 
part  of  the  operation.  In  about  a  minute  or  so,  she  could  per- 
mit me  to  press  it  between  my  finger  and  thumb  without  the 
least  sensation  of  pain.  I  then  caused  the  vapour  to  pass  on 
the  tumified  part,  under  the  paper  capsule,  which  became  in- 
fluenced in  a  similar  manner  as  the  nipple,  and  could  bear  to 
be  raised  and  examined  with  very  little  uneasiness.  The 
woman  now  passed  her  own  hand  over  and  under  her  breast, 
and  expressed  herself  very  much  relieved,  and  much  more 
comfortable  than  she  had  felt  for  some  days.  When  I  next 
saw  her  she  told  me  her  breast  had  felt  very  easy  during  the 
remainder  of  the  day  on  which  the  chloroform  was  applied  to  it. 

The  next  case  is  inserted  though  rather  out  of  place,  but  as 
cholera  seems  again  about  to  visit  us  it  may  not  be  altogether 
void  of  interest,  as  showing  the  beneficial  results  likely  to  be 
obtained  from  the  use  of  chloroform  in  that  disease.  I  have 
used  this  medicine  very  freely  in  many  of  the  cases  of  vomiting 
and  diarrhoea  which  have  fallen  under  my  notice  during  the 
present  season,  and  from  what  I  have  observed  of  its  eSicacy, 
in  staying  the  irritability  of  stomach  and  restoring  warmth  to 
the  patient,  I  feel  much  prepossessed  in  its  favour. 

Case  VII. — Mr.  B.,  aged  fifty-nine  years,  was  attacked  with 
cholera  during  the  night  of  the  27th  of  August,  1853.  He 
had  no  sleep,  vomited  everything  taken  into  the  stomach, 
passed  large  and  frequent  rice-coloured  watery  stools,  and  suf- 
fered severely  from  cramps  in  the  abdomen,  loins,  and  extre- 
mities, which  caused  him  to  cry  out  repeatedly. 

I  saw  him  at  an  early  hour  on  the  28th.  He  was  then 
very  low  and  weak,  countenance  anxious,  dark,  and  much 
sunken,  pulse  very  small,  but  not  much  increased  in  frequency, 
surface  of  the  body  and  extremities  cold.  The  purging  had 
ceased  for  a  few  hours,  but  he  continued  to  reject  everything 
from  the  stomach.  I  directed  a  mixture,  which  he  imme- 
diately vomited,  though  given  with  the  intention  of  quieting 
this  distress.  He  had  taken  camphor  dissolved  in  spirits,  which 
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was  of  great  comfort  to  him,  but  did  not  stop  the  vomiting.  I 
now  gave  hira  a  draught  containing  fifteen  drops  of  chloroform 
in  a  little  cold  water,  which  he  drank  with  great  eagerness,  and 
described  it  as  the  most  reviving  thing  he  had  taken.  Very- 
soon  after  he  fell  into  a  quiet  and  refreshing  sleep  for  two 
hours.  On  awaking,  he  felt  much  better;  the  stomach  was 
quiet,  and  he  expressed  himself  as  being  warm  and  more  com- 
fortable. 

I  directed  a  draught  containing  ten  drops  of  chloroform  in 
a  little  water  to  be  given  every  two  hours  whilst  the  vomiting 
continued.  However,  the  relief  and  comfort  caused  by  the 
first  was  so  great  that  he  desired  a  second,  and  was  given  it, 
though  he  had  no  return  of  vomiting.  The  stomach  remained 
perfectly  quiet,  and  he  was  doing  well  until  his  friends  unfor- 
tunately, at  his  own  request,  gave  him  a  glass  of  ginger  beer, 
which  renewed  the  vomiting  and  purging.  I  now  gave  hira 
acetate  of  lead  and  opium,  ice,  cold  water,  &c. ;  and  to  relieve 
the  cramps  I  had  the  loins,  abdomen,  and  extremities  rubbed 
with  chloroform,  in  the  proportion  of  a  drachm  to  an  ounce  of 
white  wax  ointment.  This  acted  remarkably  well,  and  not 
only  produced  the  desired  effect  in  quieting  the  cramps,  but 
tended  a  good  deal  towards  allaying  the  vomiting.  In  the 
course  of  a  few  days  he  was  convalescent. 

In  observing  the  effects  of  chloroform  as  applied  locally  in 
the  form  of  vapour  in  the  above  cases,  I  have  endeavoured  to 
obtain  as  correct  a  notion  of  it  as  possible,  in  order  that  a  true 
estimate  might  be  arrived  at  of  its  value  as  a  remedy.  Besides 
the  cases  here  recorded,  I  have  applied  the  vapour  locally  in 
various  other  forms  of  irritation.  One  of  these  in  particular 
I  was  anxious  to  know  its  action  in — namely,  pimntm  pu- 
dendi,  a  disease  exceedingly  troublesome  and  unpleasant  to 
the  patient,  and  for  the  relief  of  which  she  is  often  very  reluc- 
tant to  ask  a  remedy  until  forced  to  do  so.  I  have  used  it  in 
a  case  of  this  kind  in  the  person  of  a  very  intelligent  patient, 
who  for  a  length  of  time  had  been  annoyed,  particularly  on 
the  approach  of  a  menstrual  period,  by  this  distressing  com- 
plaint, for  which  she  had  made  use  of  various  remedies.  The 
vapour  of  chloroform,  she  informed  me,  afforded  her  relief 
from  her  uneasy  sensations.  On  referring  to  one  of  the  cases 
(Case  V.)  detailed,  it  will  be  seen  that  there  was  a  very  se- 
vere sense  of  scalding  in  the  vagina,  which  seemed  to  depend 
a  good  deal  on  uterine  irritation.  Knowing  the  heat  caused 
by  the  vapour  of  chloroform,  I  feared  this  patient  should  have 
suffered  severely  from  its  application;  but,  on  the  contrary. 


of  the  Vapour  of  Chloroform. 


15 


she  was  quite  relieved  of  it;  so  in  pruritus  pudendi,  arising 
from  a  similar  cause,  the  like  results  have  been  obtained  as  in 
her  case. 

If  future  investigation  as  to  the  effect  of  the  vapour  of 
chloroform  when  locally  applied  coincide  with  the  results  al- 
ready observed  in  the  series  of  cases  herein  detailed,  it  seems 
reasonable  that  the  following  conclusions  be  considered  dedu- 
cible: — 

First.  That  in  many  forms  of  disease  attended  with  pain 
or  irritation  the  local  application  of  the  vapour  of  chloroform 
will  frequently  act  as  quickly  in  affording  immunity  from  suf- 
fering  as  though  inhaled  in  the  usual  manner. 

Secondly.  That  the  vapour  locally  applied  is  not  attended 
with  any  unpleasant  effects  (save  the  sensation  of  more  or  less 
heat)  either  at  the  time  or  subsequently,  and  is  therefore  eligi- 
ble under  circumstances  contra-indicating  its  use  by  inhalation. 

Thirdly.  That  as  a  remedy,  its  local  application  is  prefer-  • 
able  to  the  use  of  opium  and  most  narcotics  in  spasmodic  and 
painful  affections,  particularly  of  the  uterine  system,  owing, 
first,  to  its  freedom  from  causing  derangement  of  the  digestive 
organs,  and  secondly,  to  its  greater  rapidity  of  action. 


THE  END. 
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